Perianal mucinous adenocarcinoma.
Perianal mucinous adenocarcinoma is a rare variant of anal canal epithelioid tumors. Our objective in this report is to examine the clinical features, pathology, treatment, and outcome for patients with perianal mucinous adenocarcinoma. A retrospective review identified four patients with histologically proven perianal mucinous adenocarcinoma. The medical records of these patients were reviewed for presentation, therapy, and outcome. Pain and bleeding were present in all cases. In three of four patients, chronic perirectal disease was present, including two abscesses and one fistula. All patients had extensive local disease at presentation. One patient presented with bilateral inguinal nodal metastases. Two patients received neoadjuvant chemotherapy and radiation, with a third patient receiving radiation alone. Two of these three patients underwent abdominoperineal resection. Three patients subsequently died (all of progression and/or recurrence) 2-48 months after diagnosis. The fourth patient (who was treated with chemotherapy and radiation followed by abdominoperineal resection) is alive and disease free at 12 months. Perianal mucinous adenocarcinoma is a rare disease with a poor prognosis, mostly due to its advanced nature at the time of diagnosis. Chemoradiation followed by surgery may improve outcome in selected individuals.